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Hon. JH LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—LNP) (Minister for Education, Training and
Employment) (5.24 pm), in reply: I thank all members who have contributed to the debate in relation to this
bill. In particular, I want to thank the members of the Education and Innovation Committee for their
considered report and support for the bill. The Newman government has been pleased to deliver on its
commitment in the six-month action plan to deliver a pilot of the e-kindy program. The program ran over
the last few months from July 2012. It received positive feedback from participating families. With the
passage of this bill, I am pleased that the state schools of distance education will be able to formally deliver
the program from 2013, removing a key barrier to participation in kindergarten by children in rural and
remote parts of this state. With the other important amendments in the bill around student protection,
teacher standards and anniversary letters, it is obvious that the bill we are debating today is of great
necessity.

This morning I had a briefing from the Queensland College of Teachers. I was pleased to hear about
the commitment that it has to improving teacher quality in Queensland schools. This bill will assist it to
align that commitment to the national standards, although I strongly believe that we are already leading the
nation in quality expectations. We have exemplary standards for our teachers, and this just enshrines them
in law. It will be good to see the rest of the country catch up.

I want to respond to some specific matters raised by members in relation to this bill. I appreciate the
member for Waterford’s comments about the importance of kindergarten in his family, with his young
daughter off to prep next year. As Mr Latter outlined, getting young students ready for the classroom is
essential to ensuring that children have the best opportunities for their education. With the rollout of e-
kindy, that means that children, no matter where they live in this great state, will have equal access to this
educational opportunity.

I want to deal with some of the issues about e-kindy and point out that this is not a cheap or a
second-best option. I am starting to perceive that sometimes there is a sense from people that online
delivery, whether it is in adult education, tertiary education or even e-kindy, is seen as not necessarily
costing a lot of money. I want to point out that this is going to cost $6,500 per child to deliver as well as a
separate ICT grant of $750 available to families. It will be managed in the same way as the current grant
for children enrolled in distance education, and the curriculum is world class after more than a year spent in
development. The program has been designed to meet stringent requirements set out in the national
partnership as to what constitutes a quality kindy program. Yes, it is a national partnership, but it is
taxpayers’ money. It is our taxpayers’ money and I do think that we should not have any diminution of our
assessment because it is being delivered as an e-kindy program.

The member for Inala raised concerns about the legal rights of students who have been
permanently excluded. We will notify the students about their review rights when they are excluded. This
will prevent thousands of letters being sent without the department being able to ascertain if they ever
reached the recipients. Of course, by reducing red tape and administration, we will be able to redirect
those resources to front-line services in education. The annual letters were representative of a nanny state
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mentality that developed in Queensland throughout the term of the previous Labor government. We
believe individuals must take responsibility in realising their rights as well as their responsibilities.As I have
outlined, provision will be made to ensure that the department will continue to discharge its responsibility in
advising the students of their rights under the act. 

The member for Albert, Mr Boothman, referred to the Isolated Children’s Parents’ Association’s
appreciation of the e-kindy program. I would like to inform the House that we have had high praise from the
ICPA. In fact, I met with them last week—and I try to meet with them twice a year—and I know that the
assistant minister attended their annual conference in Goondiwindi earlier this year. I also met with
representative parents of SODEA—the Schools of Distance Education Alliance. The parents of that
association had never met with the minister before or, as I understand it, in the past had not previously
been able to meet with the minister about all issues affecting children of distance education, specifically in
this case about the quality of this program. They welcomed the opportunity to be able to access a
recognised quality assured kindergarten program. That is truly what universal access means. 

In assuring the quality of the e-kindy delivery—and this comes back to making sure that we make
maximum use of the dollars—we sought interest from the non-government sector for delivery. The
estimated costs ranged from $8,500—and remember this is per person—up to $19,000. So the Newman
government is taking no short cuts. We will deliver great preschool education for families in regional and
remote communities. As well as the online delivery, the e-kindy program includes face-to-face time with
teachers and families once a year. As a former student of distance education—as I note the honourable
member for Burdekin mentioned in her contribution—I also appreciate the importance of these vitally
important social interaction opportunities. 

The member for Logan also touched on the importance of quality teachers in our schools. As he
pointed out, quality teachers lead to quality outcomes for students. As we have acknowledged, early
childhood is so important. That is exactly what this bill is all about: the importance of early childhood
engagement leading to better outcomes for our students as they progress through their education. The
amendments to teacher standards are about delivering quality outcomes by outlining the expectations of
our teachers. As I have said before in this House, my department takes its role seriously—as does the
Newman government—in the development of citizens educated, skilled and trained ready for employment.
We want to ensure that everyone has the opportunity to participate in the Queensland economy as the
Newman government works to get it back on track. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the kind remarks of the opposition leader and other members
about the former director-general of my department, Julie Grantham, who retired earlier this month. Julie
has been a leading figure in Queensland education for many years. She rose from the ranks of principal to
lead one of the largest departments in Queensland. Julie grew up in south-west Queensland and she
credits her Goondiwindi State High School year 9 teacher for inspiring her to become a teacher. Julie
began her teaching career at Beenleigh State High School and went on to become a school principal,
followed by executive director (schools) and assistant director-general, school resourcing and
administration. 

In 2007, Julie Grantham was appointed acting director-general of the Department of Justice and
Attorney-General—a role that she was appointed to permanently in 2008. She was passionate—and is
passionate—about improving the education, training and employment prospects of all Queenslanders. In
April 2012, Julie became the director-general of the Department of Education, Training and Employment
following three years at the helm of the former department of education and training. Under Julie’s
leadership of the state’s largest department, state school student results continuously improved while
teaching and learning practices that were benchmarked against world-class criteria recorded significant
improvements. Many of the programs that we are currently working on in the department, including this
year C2C—or Curriculum into the Classroom—have been initiatives that were instigated by Julie
Grantham as well as many other aspects in which we continue to lead the country, such as the Professor
Geoff Masters testing. When our first NAPLAN test results in Queensland proved to be not as good as we
would like them to be, a number of test assessments, both of students and their performance and also of
teacher quality, were brought in. As minister, that is something that I am proud to be taking to ministerial
councils so that other states that have similar issues in their jurisdictions—who are happy to be working
with us—and at the national level with Minister Peter Garrett make sure that we have the best systems in
what we deliver to our students, how we deliver it, the people who are delivering it and, of course, the
people who are subject to what it is we are trying to deliver to them and that is the students. That is why I
want to pay tribute to Julie Grantham today. 

Julie drove reforms to ensure that more Queenslanders hold a trade, training or tertiary qualification
and worked towards improving workforce participation. In early childhood education and care, she was
overseeing the most significant reform to the sector in the state’s history, including ensuring that all
Queensland children have access to a kindergarten service. Julie Grantham truly believed that these
reforms will help to prepare Queenslanders for the world of work and life. In the seven months that I have
been the minister, Julie Grantham made it much easier than it might otherwise have been for me to take on
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the task in terms of coordination between the departmental office and the ministerial office. I know that we
are going to see Julie in other roles throughout the education system and I wish her well, as I know do
many members of the government and the opposition. 

As the Premier bestowed on me in April this year the great privilege of becoming Minister for
Education, Training and Employment, I share in many of those ideals that I have just expressed. We want
to take children from crayon to career. The Education Legislation Amendment Bill 2012 will help us deliver
on this commitment. I commend the bill. 
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